
The sunrises lately have been spectacular.  “The heavens declare the glory of God;
the skies proclaim the work of His hands.”  (Psalms 19:1)  Author Max Lucado
suggests, “Nature is God’s first missionary.  Where there is no Bible, there are
sparkling stars.  Where there are no preachers, there are spring times.  Where there
is no testament of Scripture, there is the testament of changing seasons and breath-
stealing sunsets.  If a person has nothing but nature, then nature is enough to reveal
something about God.”

As a child I remember these as my favorite family times: lying on a quilt in our small
yard and identifying shapes in the clouds as they floated overhead; fishing from a
tiny pier that was across Corpus Christi Bay, next to a small cabin that we shared
with other families; standing under the stars on Bob Hall Pier on Padre Island late
at night watching the tarpon run; and hiking on the hundreds of acres that my dad
and his hunting buddies leased every year.  While lots of great things happened inside
our home, nothing could compare to the times we all spent together outside.  These
were quiet times perfect for reflection without interruption.  It was quality time spent
listening to my parents and grandparents share how they spent their childhoods and
learning what they knew to be true about nature.  The stories may not have been
Sunday School lessons in the traditional sense, but they were certainly opportunities
for developing an immense appreciation for all that God has created.

My prayer for us as we approach Earth Day is that we will never be too busy to teach
our children and grandchildren why God had reason to be pleased after making the
heavens and the earth.  I pray too that after 39 years of celebrating Earth Day we
will make an even greater effort to protect the earth and that one day soon God will
again see that it is “good.”

Micah Santos portrayed Jesus in the Easter Pageant this year.
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Board Corner - April 2009

The Drama Enrichment Class put on a
great show on April 1st! All our hard
work paid off when we got to perform
for our friends and parents in the Chapel.
(Aesop’s Fables - see below) We had a
cast party the week following the play.
It was lots of fun!  We will spend the rest
of April talking about and re-enacting
tall tales and fairy tales. We are even
going to make up some of our own!
Thank you to all friends and family that
could come see our play, and thanks also
to all the Teachers and Assistants that
helped us prepare.

WINDSOR STANDISH
Enrichment Teacher

In Art Enrichment we started the month talking
about author and illustrator Laura Viccaro Seeger.
We read two of her books, The Hidden Alphabet
and Walter was Worried.  We were inspired by
her books and created collages using letters of the
alphabet, discovering ways we can create designs
using space and letter formations.  In honor of
Easter, we made Easter eggs. We decorated the
eggs using felt, paint, glitter, beads, and sequins.
For the rest of the month of April, in conjunction
with authors and illustrators week, we will talk
about the process of book making and as a class,
we will illustrate and create a book of our own.
To celebrate Earth Day, we will discover how art
can be created by incorporating recycled materials
such as newspapers, plastics, and metals.  Lastly,
we will discuss the importance of how music
influences art.  We will talk about jazz music and
art of the 1920’s.

In Cooking Enrichment we continue to learn and
grow as chefs!  We started the month looking at
fresh citrus flavors — lemons, limes and oranges.
Then we read The Red Lemon by Bob Staake and
made yummy lemon bars!  Next, we read Chauncy
Cheese Goes Around the World and then made
macaroni and cheese.  We missed each other during
Easter break, but we know we all had wonderful
food with our friends and family!  Finally, we will
end the month learning about cacao beans and
making ooey, gooey  chocolate brownies.  I cannot
believe it is almost May and the end of the year!

MELANIE KOCIAN
Enrichment Teacher

COOKING&

“The battle of Waterloo was won on the playing fields of Eton.”
                                                         – Duke of Wellington

I have always loved that quote, not because of its martial tone, but because it confirms what I’ve observed after having
parented five children and observed a great number of kids.  I am convinced that, aside from genes, the most important
influences on a youth are the early childhood experiences and guidance received from family, teachers, and friends.  Your
child is in good hands at All Saints’ and will win life’s battles certainly, with the exceptional guidance of Cindy and her fine
teaching staff.
I am finishing my first year as a trustee of the school.  At my first trustee meeting, Cindy stated that the School focused
primarily on three areas:  spiritual formation and growth, academic and social skills, and community service.  What does
this mean to someone who has just mastered toilet training?
Episcopal schools have a well-deserved reputation for being academically rigorous, but what is academic rigor for a three
year old?   At All Saints’, it involves getting a child curious in the world around him:  how things are, and why, and how
they work — and how those things can be impacted by the child himself in various ways.
Simple principles learned in the sand pile or with building blocks foreshadow greater lessons mastered in college and on
the job.   Wherever your child’s life takes him, you can be assured that the academic “baby steps” he takes at All Saints’
cultivate confidence and pave the way for future successes.

John Miller
Board of Trustees

Aesop’s Fables Cast
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Bridget

Buchanan
as a hare.

Brendan
Lynch
as a lion.



CLASS ACTS
Are we in Kansas?  That’s the question we were asking as we blew around Crowe’s Nest Farm.
The Red Door Room and our Blue Door Room friends enjoyed a trip to the farm.  At the farm,
we reinforced what we had learned in the classroom.  Some highlights of the trip were watching
a cow get milked, taking a hayride, and observing a mother ostrich sit on her eggs.  Next, we
hopped on to Easter.  We learned why we celebrate Easter, some rabbit facts, and enjoyed an
Easter Egg Hunt.  After the holiday, we’re looking forward to a study of creepy crawlies.

The Texas wind has rapidly blown us into April!  We began the month learning about farm life,
and we journeyed to Crowe’s Nest Farm on a windy day with our friends in the Red Door
Room.  Special thanks to Catherine Horne and Michelle Berry for driving and helping out
during our busy day. The growth of spring around us has been a wonderful teaching opportunity.
In the fall, the 3’s planted flowers and herbs in the garden, and we are now seeing the fruits
of our labor.  Next time you are dropping off or picking up or just visiting, take a look at our
garden on the playground.  There, you will find Texas wildflowers (Indian blankets and
bluebonnets) and beautiful yellow and orange nasturtiums, along with cilantro, mint and carrots!
Speaking of carrots, we learned about bunnies which led us into our unit on Easter.  Most three-
year-olds find Easter to be synonymous with rabbits.  However, Miss Anna and I also expressed
the importance and religious meaning behind this special holiday.  This month we will also
celebrate two nationwide events: Week of the Young Child and National Library Week. We will
end the month learning about life under the sea.  Stay tuned next month to see how our year
ends!

At the end of March, our class learned all about fruits and vegetables.  We tasted many different
kinds of fruits and then we saved the seeds to plant.  We have planted apple seeds, corn, beans,
cantaloupe, and jalapeno seeds.  We’re observing and recording the growth of each seed.  Our
class also discovered how plants get their food through different experiments with plants and
food coloring.  Coming up in April, the Green Door Room will study many different kinds of
insects.  Some of the insects we will learn about are: butterflies, beetles, ladybugs, ants,
grasshoppers, and flies.  We’ll compare the differences and similarities of these types of creatures.
Our class will end the month looking at ponds and all the living things there.

Spring has come to Yellow Door Room!  We studied the seasons and learned all about the life
cycle of the butterfly.  We are so lucky to have caterpillars growing in our garden!  We cannot
wait to see what beautiful butterflies they turn in to!  After learning all about the weather we
talked about Easter and the animals of spring.  We were so excited to watch the Easter Pageant
and take part in our own Easter egg hunt!  After the long weekend we studied our favorite
authors and illustrators.  They give us all so much inspiration!  Then, we will celebrate the
Week of the Young Child with a different theme each day at school.  We think Wacky Wednesday
will be so much fun!  We will also learn about the earth and recycling as we celebrate Earth
Day and think about how we can take care of our precious planet.  We will end the month
studying the vast and interesting habitat of the Rain Forest.  Wow!  We cannot believe that May
is fast approaching!

“Lots of animals come from eggs.  Some with fins and some with legs…”  This is the beginning
of a poem Kindergarteners have been learning as part of a unit on eggs.  All the areas of the
curriculum have been integrated into this theme.  Some of the fun activities have included:
writing riddles about egg layers, making flap books, and graphing egg layers with legs and no
legs as well as by the number of legs.  Our class also worked hard on the Easter Pageant and
we were proud to present this story.  Later this month, we will be learning about Earth Day,
and ways to take care of the earth like recycling, which will lead naturally into our rainforest
theme.  We are also looking forward to the Week of the Young Child.

What makes folktales and
fairytales different from other
stories?  All the classes are
learning the answer to this
question, and we are having
a great time reading different
versions of the classics, and
then acting out the stories with
props.  In the 3’s, we are
working on The Three Bears.
In the Pre-K’s, we are
focusing on The Three Pigs,
and in Kindergarten, we are
doing The Little Red Hen.
Sequencing these familiar
folktales and learning where
to find these books in the
Library will also be part of
the fun.

GIGI KHALSA
Librarian

THE BOOKMARKTHE BOOKMARK
3 DAY 3’s
LINDA HATCH

5 DAY 3’s
JAMIE FIERRO

PRE-K I
JAMEY PREECE

PRE-K II
MELANIE KOCIAN

KINDERGARTEN
GIGI KHALSA

“Tap, tap, the egg cracked,”
said the Science Enrichment
student.  After hunting for
plastic eggs, we predicted
which egg-laying animal
might be inside, and then said
this phrase as we opened the
eggs together.  We also made
observations about hard-boiled
chicken eggs, and then peeled
and tasted them for snack.
After reading about the life
cycle of the chicken, students
sequenced pictures of a chick
hatching.  Other egg activities
included: dying eggs and
comparing the colors made
with vegetable skins to those
made by dye; playing with toy
eggs and fish in the water and
snakes, turtles and alligators
in the sand; and using play
dough to create egg laying
animals and their eggs.  Later
this month, we will be focus
on one egg layer - the butterfly.
 We will observe caterpillars
as they go through their
lifecycle and turn into a
butterfly.

GIGI KHALSA
Enrichment Teacher

SCIENCE



209 West 27th Street • Austin, Texas 78705 • (512) 472-8866 • Fax (512) 477-5215 • E-Mail: allsaintseds@gmail.com
Check us out online: www.allsaints-austin.org  (Click on All Saints’ Episcopal Day School)

All Saints’ does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin in the administration of its admissions
and education policies, financial assistance programs, employment practices, and other school-administered programs.

Co-Chairs
Mary Anne Coffee
Kim Greskovich

3 Day 3’s
Jackie Price
Kimberly Crabb

5 Day 3’s
Gretchen Charrier
Michelle Berry

Pre-K I
Lydia Soldano
Olivia Derr

Pre-K II
Stacy Thomas
Kim Greskovich

Kindergarten
Miri Wilkins
Michelle Berry
Claire Pinkerton

2008-2009
Representatives

 ASAP • All Saints’ Association of Parents
Wow!  The Silent/Live Auction was a huge success.  Thanks so much to all of you
for supporting it through your donations, purchases, time, and talent.  We grossed
more than $30,000.  This money helps fund continuing education/professional
development for the full faculty and tuition assistance for families.

Kim Greskovich & Mary Anne Coffee
ASAP Co-Chairs

1:00 p.m. Thursdays in the
Episcopal Student Center

MEETINGS

MAY 2
LAST MEETING

THIS YEAR

From Carolyn Smith -
The generous gifts of money and HEB gift cards to All Saints’
Episcopal Church’s Loaves & Fishes program are much appreciated.
With this additional assistance, we will be able to offer more financial
help to the 25-30 people we see each Tuesday.  The needs of people
for assistance with utility bills, rent, work boots, ID’s, local and
out-of-town bus tickets, prescriptions, food and other basic needs
continue to grow.  Your gifts are alleviating some of the pressures
that afflict people who live in poverty.  We invite you to see your
gifts at work by visiting this out reach program any Tuesday between
8:30 and 9:30 a.m.  Thank you for your generosity; you are helping
fulfill Jesus’ commandment to “feed my sheep.”

(above) The Beamers rockin’ at the
Silent/Live Auction. Many thanks to St.
Andrew’s for the use of Crusader Hall.

The Easter
Pageant was

held on April 8th,
and Father Mike

told the Easter
story to the

children,
 parents, and

faculty gathered
on the Church

lawn.

(right)
The “ready to

rock” Day
School

Faculty at
  the Auction.

(upper right)
Our Rockin’ ASAP Co-Chairs,

Mary Anne Coffee & Kim
Greskovich

at the Auction.We had many
other really great
Auction photos that
people paid or
should we say
“made a donation”
 to not be published.


