
Several of you asked how I got the idea for our latest community service project
— providing El Buen Samaritano with bags filled with everything that a child
might need to celebrate his/her birthday.  It was the looks on the faces of our Day
School students when they share birthday cupcakes with their classmates that made
me think of it.  And while I knew that our young students might not fully comprehend
poverty, they could understand how disappointing it would be to not have a birthday
celebration.
In the chapter on compassion in the book, Golden Rules, The Ten Ethical Values
Parents Need to Teach Their Children by Wayne Dosick, he says that we can teach
our children a lifelong commitment to meeting the needs of others when we provide
them with daily examples.  Every time Dosick and his family went to the grocery
store, they would buy one extra item of nonperishable food and place it in the trunk
of their car.  When the bag was full they delivered it to one of the community food
banks.  One day Dosick chose Cheerios as their food gift, but his six year old son
Seth said, “No!” and placed it back on the shelf.  His son explained, “Today we
are getting Sugar Frosted Flakes because there are hungry kids out there too, and
kids like Sugar Frosted Flakes better than Cheerios.”  Dosick says, “In an instant
Seth taught me to see the faces of the people we were feeding … and I knew from
that moment on, that a person in need could never again be an anonymous number
or statistic, but had to remain a human being, whose voice I can hear and whose
hand I can hold.”
My prayer for us this month is that in following God’s commandment that we love
one another, we will put smiles on the faces of a lot of little children.

Lola McNallie happily paints her “Piggy Bank”
in the Pre-K I class.
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Board Corner - February 2010

Art Enrichment - We have been
learning about Surrealist artists and the
different techniques they use. In
February we have continued to study
artists from this movement.  We
extended our exploration of Miro by
making a collography print and used
modeling clay to make a 3D figure.
Thank you to Ben Hofer’s dad for
speaking to us about Miro.  It was nice
to have him share his knowledge about
that period of art. We will end the month
with a Magritte paper collage piece.
We have a lot of great art topics and
projects planned for the spring.
Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ANNA
Enrichment Teachers

Cooking Enrichment - We continued
our journey with cooking as we headed
to Europe!  We started the month
traveling to Italy.  We looked at a variety
of pasta shapes and made a pesto pasta
dish.  Next we learned about Germany
and made apple pancakes.  They were
so yummy!  We will end the month on
an adventure to Greece.  There we will
make hummus with pita and tzatziki
sauce.  I am already so proud of all of
the kids.  They are learning so much
and making great food in the process!

Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ROSA
Enrichment Teachers

COOKING
&The past year has been an interesting one economically, and that may be

somewhat of an understatement. As usually happens during a stressful economic
time, a major expense rears its ugly head.   All Saints’ Episcopal Day School
encountered a major need for a new HVAC system to improve the physical
environment for the students and staff.  In the past, the HVAC system of the
Day School was controlled by one thermostat which caused a significant
temperature fluctuation between classrooms. Also, the system was very old and
required an inordinate amount of maintenance. After reviewing the situation
and looking at several options, the Board of Trustees decided to request proposals
to replace the entire HVAC system for the School.  We selected a vendor that
could provide a comprehensive system with new technology. This new HVAC
installation should over time lower the School’s overall utility bill. Most
importantly from the students’ and teachers’ perspective, the system is wonderful
because each classroom now has the ability control its own temperature.
One of the major consequences of the new HVAC installation was that the
Board of Trustees had to significantly dip into the reserve monies to pay cash
for the system. However, this prevented us from having to borrow money—
thereby minimizing the Day School’s long term expenses.  The Board of Trustees
is now in the process of replenishing the reserve monies and we appreciate so
much your contributions.  For those of you who may have overlooked it, there
was a space on your Annual Fund pledge/contribution card that you could check
if you wanted to help us raise the $102,000 that we spent; we welcome all gifts,
large and small!
I look forward to seeing and meeting you all at the Silent Auction on Sunday,
April 18th.
Mike Carson
Treasurer

We learned about hearts in Science
Enrichment.  As part of our study of
biology, we have been learning about
the human body.  Students read about
and discussed the importance of four
major organs: heart, stomach, brain,
and lungs.  We made stick puppets of
these organs and played fun guessing
games with them.  We also used a
stethoscope to listen to our hearts and
other parts of our bodies. Since it is also
dental health month, we have spent
some time learning about our teeth as
well.  Students used toothpaste and
toothbrushes to try to get stains off of
tiles.  Building on what we have learned
about humans and biology, we will
focus on animals next, and lastly, plants.
Ms. GIGI & Mr. ZACH
Enrichment Teachers

SCIENCE
VALENTINE’S

DAY



CLASS ACTS
Happy Valentine's Day!  We started February learning about community helpers.  We learned
about the baker through the story of The Little Red Hen.  Since we all worked together, we
all ate the cake.  Next, we talked about the mail carrier.  We drew pictures and mailed them
in our class mailbox.  Be watching your home mailbox for a special Valentine’s greeting from
your teacher.  Thank you to our Valentine's committee for a successful party.  We are looking
forward to a study of healthcare professionals and rescue heroes (police officers and fire
fighters).

Love is in the air this month!  We began the month learning about one of our favorite units,
Community Helpers. From doctors and nurses, to taxi cab drivers and soldiers, astronauts and
firefighters, we learned the people in our neighborhood are very special.  We have also been
talking about what our parents do and how they are community helpers as well. Ms. Windsor
and I are always eager to hear what they have to say when we do dictation. One child said,
“My mom helps people know how to make their house, and my dad teaches.” Another child
said, “My mom goes running, and my dad goes working.”  One of our favorites was - “My
daddy do…makes Christmas trees. Work in the attic. Mommy has an attic, and she lives in
it.”  As a wise teacher once told me, we won’t believe what they say about you, if you don’t
believe what they say about us.   Next, we learned about Valentine’s Day and what it is to be
loving and kind. We will end the month learning about transportation. From planes, trains,
bikes, to trikes, the modes of transportation are endless. Our Valentine’s Day party was so
much fun. Thank you to Desireé, Amy, Missy and Kelley for planning and making it possible.

The Green Door Room began February with a unit on money and counting. We learned about
the uses and value of money. We put our own price tags on items in the dramatic play area and
went grocery shopping with our play money! In celebration of Valentine’s Day, we had a week
of learning about the building blocks of friendship. During that same week, we celebrated the
100th day of school! The following week, we will learn about Presidents’ Day, Mardi Gras,
and end the week with a unit about health, fitness and safety. We will go on a short field trip
to a yoga studio and have a Ki-do martial arts instructor come and talk to our class about safety.
We will end the month learning about the celebration of Chinese New Year. It is a school-wide
unit so there will be lots of fun activities planned for this unit.

January went by fast, but was filled with a lot of learning and fun!  We started February studying
Dental Health and how to take good care of our teeth. We also celebrated the 100th Day of
school. Wow — we cannot believe we are already here! We have been counting down since
we came back from winter break and the kids were very excited. Next, we celebrated Valentine's
Day with a party and learning all about friendship.  Thank you to our parents who helped to
put the party together.  We had so much fun!  Next we will explore Presidents' Day and why
it is important to our country and we will talk a little about Mardi Gras.  We will end the month
celebrating Chinese New Year with the whole school. We have a lot to look forward to in the
weeks ahead!

We are loving Kindergarten.  Valentine’s Day got us excited to read and write letters to each
other. In math, we have been working on coins: knowing their value, using them to graph, and
doing simple addition and subtraction.   For the 100th day, each student brought 100 small
objects and decided whether to group them by 1’s, 2’s, 5’s or 10’s.   At the end of the month,
we will learn more about Dr. Seuss, Chinese New Year, and estimation.  We look forward to
celebrating Mardi Gras!

February is full of holidays and
celebrations: the 100th Day of
School, Valentine’s Day,
President’s Day, Chinese New
Year, and Mardi Gras.  We will
be reading about some of these
during story times.  It is also
Black History month, and so
we will continue to read books
with the themes of tolerance
and understanding, particularly
those about the African
American experience.  As we
read, we will also review the
library concepts learned so far
this year: caring for books,
a u t h o r s / i l l u s t r a t o r s ,
fiction/nonfiction, and story
parts.
Ms. GIGI
Librarian
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PRE-K I
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KINDERGARTEN
GIGI KHALSA

We are continuing our mask
theme, and have been learning
about using different voices
behind different masks. This is
preparing us for our play, which
we are happy to announce. The
Drama Class will present The
Sneetches by Dr. Seuss, on
March 3 during Chapel, in
honor of Dr. Seuss's birthday.
We have been reading different
stories by Dr. Seuss, and will
start rehearsing, making props,
and building the set this month.
Whew! There is a lot of work
to do. We are excited to be
getting our play ready.  We also
plan to celebrate Mardi Gras
by making yellow, purple and
green masks in class that day.
Hope to see you at the play.

Ms. WINDSOR &
Ms. EMILY
Enrichment Teachers

DRAMA
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 ASAP • All Saints’ Association of Parents

Be sure to check backpacks, emails and websites for more information and
to learn about opportunities to help with the event.
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Once a month at 1:00 p.m. on Thursdays in
The Episcopal Student Center.
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Community Service Project

ALL SAINTS’ DAY SCHOOL

LIVE & SILENT AUCTION

APRIL 18, 2010
at the Mexican American Cultural Center

We proposed a new community service project to El Buen Samaritano (the organization
that we send our Chapel food to each week) and they have embraced the project — we hope
that you will too!  It is clear that your own children love to celebrate their birthdays with a
cake or cupcakes.  We thought that it would be great to provide El Buen with birthday cake
“fixings”, but we also knew that they do not distribute any non-nutritional food at their
pantry.  They agreed that birthdays are special and that a little sugar once a year is not
harmful to a child.  So, we invite you to purchase a decorative birthday bag and fill it with
cake mix, icing, cake decorations, candles, plates, and napkins.  Please have your child help
with the purchasing and packing of the items.  Bring your birthday celebration bag(s) to the
School on or before February 22. Thanks in advance for your help.


