
In February of 2004, teacher Jamie Fierro and her family were involved an automobile
accident while in route to El Paso during the Presidents’ Day weekend.  As I listened to
the details by phone I felt so incapacitated – how could I help Jamie when she was hundreds
of miles from Austin?  I asked for prayers through the all-school email and families not
only prayed, but also offered help.  While Jamie, her three year old daughter and elderly
grandfather sat hungry in a motel room in Fort Stockton after the family members in
critical condition were transported to Odessa, Chaplain Elizabeth Gibson located a friend
who knew someone in Fort Stockton.  Although the pizza restaurant one half mile away
said the weather was too bad for them to deliver, 76 year old Delmon Hodges immediately
drove the icy streets to help someone he had never met.  And although the Presbyterian
Church there was closed because of the weather, Minister Jim Miles immediately responded
to a request for help from one of our other parents.  These men felt called to do what we
couldn’t do from our homes in Austin.
Jonathan Glass of the National Association of Episcopal Schools wrote that while our
school communities are not real families, they are family like.  What clearer example of
this truth do we need than to recall the commitment of our parents to help those in need?
The sense of connection was also evident that year in our students.  In Chapel, one of
Jamie’s three year old students insisted that we pray for Jamie’s family.  And when Jamie
called the School from the hospital and we switched the phone to speaker, her students
sweetly asked how each of her injured family members was doing, including her grandfather
who had died of his injuries.  She immediately answered, “He’s doing fine, he is in a really
good place now.”
My prayer is that our students will always be in a learning environment that encourages
them to seek God’s help through prayer.  I pray also in this Lenten season that we’ll be
able to help them more fully understand, in their young way, that God is preparing a better
place for all of us.

Elle Garcia kneading bread dough in the Pre-K I class.
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Day School
Mission
The mission of All Saints’
Episcopal School is to
encourage spiritual,
intellectual, emotional,
physical, and social
development in children
through a nurturing and
guiding relationship with
teachers and family, and to
provide a developmentally
balanced curriculum that
fosters a love of learning
and the teaching of
Christian values and
traditions.
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As Ben Wilcott reported in the last newsletter, a diverse group of Faculty, Trustees, parents and community members
completed a day-long strategic planning session on January 27th. We are now in the process of drafting and refining the
2009-2012 Strategic Plan document that will be distributed school-wide.  An important input to the process is the survey
so many of you generously completed.  I thought it might be interesting to share a few highlights from the survey:
Question:         Which best describes why you chose this School?
Top answers:  1) Program excellence, 2) Reputation in community, 3) School environment
Question: What would you say are the three strongest attributes of the School?
Top answers: 1) Faculty, Staff and Administration, 2) Sense of Community, 3) Academics, Curriculum, Program
   

Question: What are the major challenges/issues related to the School's future of which you believe the Board of
Trustees and School leadership should give special consideration?

Top answers: 1) Attract/retain quality teachers/professional development, 2) Tuition, enrollment, and economic stability,
 3) Maintaining standard of excellence
When asked to rank factors in order of importance, the answers with the most number of “5” responses were:
1. Program/Academics
2. Reading Program
3. Physical Education/Exercise/Play
4. Math Program
5. Commitment to current Day School mission
6. Religion as a part of the curriculum
I also want to say thank you once again for completing the surveys.  The SAES consultants who worked with us on the
process said that they rarely see such strong participation.  They were surprised, but I was not!  I could have told them that
All Saints’ parents can always be counted on for exceptional support of our beloved little School.
Respectfully submitted,
Penny Snider
Board of Trustees
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DRAMA
Drama is having some March
Madness of our own. It is play
practice time! On April 1, the Drama
Class will perform three short plays
that are based on familiar fables for
the families and students in Chapel.
We will present interpretations of:
The Dog and His Bone, The Tortoise
and the Hare, and The Lion and the
Mouse. We are very excited to get
started, and will be working, planning
and playing very hard this month.
We hope to see you there on the 1st!

WINDSOR STANDISH
Enrichment Teacher

In Art Enrichment we were excited to see
how Ms. Anna creates her fabric designs by
making our own screens for printing out of
shoe boxes!  We really enjoyed making
multiple prints from our unique drawings
using crayons and the homemade boxes. Then,
we saw how the 50’s and 60’s influenced the
art of that time period and made our own
“cool and hip” pieces.   Next, we looked at
the work of Vincent Van Gogh and were
inspired by his “Iris” paintings by making
pieces using our hands to make flower
impressions.  We will end the month
celebrating the spring weather by making
kites out of various materials. We will even
try to fly them!  In Cooking Enrichment we
have continued to create recipes inspired by

COOKING&
some of our favorite books.  We began March
celebrating the beloved author Dr. Seuss.  We
read Green Eggs and Ham and actually made
green eggs and ham!  It was fun to see how
the eggs change color, but don't really change
taste!  We also had English muffins covered
in green butter!  Next, we celebrated St.
Patrick’s Day by reading Jamie O’Rourke and
the Big Potato by Tomie dePaola.  We looked
at the different ways to cook potatoes.  Yummy!
After Spring Break we will read Blueberries
for Sal and make blueberry muffins. We will
end March reading Jack and the Beanstalk and
make green bean casserole.  I am so proud of
how the kids are growing as bakers and chefs!
MELANIE KOCIAN
Enrichment Teacher

Dr. Robert Josey (father of Travis), demonstrated several medical procedures on his patient, Teddy Bear, for the 5 Day 3 students in Miss Jamie’s class.



CLASS ACTS
Spring has sprung and the kiddos in the Red Door Class have grown like weeds!  Every
day I am surprised and thrilled by their latest accomplishments.  We began our month
learning about our community helper the baker.  We read The Little Red Hen and baked a
Red Hen cake.  To conclude our study, each child purchased an M&M cookie from Zach
the baker (Mr. Zach).  Next we began our study of spring.  We took a spring walk, made
red bud trees, painted flowers, and flew paper kites.  We will end the month with a study
of farm animals.

The Blue Door Room has proven that March Madness is not just applicable to college
basketball. We started off the month learning about Fairy Tales and Fables, where we re-
enacted the stories of Goldilocks and the Three Bears and The Three Little Pigs. Next, we
wriggled into our unit on Creepy Crawlers, and became mini entomologists learning about
lady bugs, grasshoppers, butterflies and so many more insects.   After Spring Break, we
will appropriately start our lesson on the beautiful season of spring. We will wrap up the
madness with a lesson on Farm Life. The farm unit is one of my favorite lessons, because
it takes me back to a time in my childhood where bottle-feeding calves was synonymous
with John Deere tractors and 4-H. Happy Spring, everyone!

At the end of February, our class learned all about farms and farm animals.  We studied
horses, pigs, chickens, and cows.  We even got to milk a pretend cow!  The first week of
March the Green Door Class learned about cowboys and the old west.  We talked about
the work cowboys do, the clothes they wear, and the food they eat. To learn about livestock,
we had our own (stuffed animal) livestock show, complete with awards.  Our class also
discovered a little bit about Texas history on March 2nd, when we discussed Texas
Independence Day.  Before Spring Break, our class is learning about outer space and the
solar system.  We’ll make a human model of the solar system to show the students how
big it actually is.  Coming up for the rest of March, the Green Door Class will study many
different kinds of plants. We will look at what a plant needs to grow, and we will try to
grow our own plants.

We started the month diving into the world of Dr. Seuss.  We read and discussed his books,
illustrations, imagination and important messages.  We made art inspired by him and learned
all about rhyming words.  It was so much fun!  Then, we learned all about the history and
traditions of St. Patrick's Day.  We made beautiful rainbow and clover art and then ate and
drank green things! That led us right into Spring Break.  We hope everyone will have a
great time off with their family!  After Spring Break we will start talking about the new
season of spring and various life cycles.  We will focus on the butterfly and learn all about
their lives.  We will end the month of March investigating weather and how it affects the
earth and our own lives.   We are so excited to continue learning and growing as we get
ready for Kindergarten!

Oh the things you can think!  Students had a wonderful time learning about Dr. Seuss and
reading many of his books.  We discovered that Dr. Seuss’ books are full of word families
and that he often includes a moral in his stories.  In math, we are working on concepts of
place value, time, geometric shapes, and counting by 2’s.  We have also been busy preparing
for our annual Hoe Down. Students learned songs and facts about Texas.  Parents will join
us for a presentation, sing along, and a Texas style lunch on March 13th.  Kindergarten is
looking forward to Easter, learning more about egg laying animals versus mammals, and
preparing for the Easter Pageant.

In honor of Texas Independence
Day on March 2nd, we read
some wonderful fiction stories
about cowboys/girls as well as
factual books about Texas.
After Spring Break, story times
will revolve around familiar
folktales and fairytales.  We
will be learning about retellings
and reviewing simple story
structure: beginning, middle,
and end.  The students will
work on one story, for several
weeks, in order to know it well
enough to retell using puppets,
masks, or simple props.  It will
be lots of fun to act out these
familiar stories.

GIGI KHALSA
Librarian

THE BOOKMARKTHE BOOKMARK
3 DAY 3’s
LINDA HATCH

5 DAY 3’s
JAMIE FIERRO

PRE-K I
JAMEY PREECE

PRE-K II
MELANIE KOCIAN

KINDERGARTEN
GIGI KHALSA

March comes in like a lion and
goes out  l ike a  lamb.
Extending from our unit on
weather,  we have been
focusing on wind.  The students
shared what they knew about
tornadoes, we read about them,
and then made a “tornado in
the bottle”.  To learn more
about aerodynamics and wind
resistance, the children made
spinners and experimented
with dropping them from
different  a reas  of  the
playground.  We also made
windsocks, pinwheels, paper
airplanes, and wind puppets.
To further investigate wind
resistance, the children had
races with and without a large
piece of cardboard.  We used
a stopwatch to see how much
longer it took when running
with the cardboard.  Later this
month, we will learn more
about butterflies.  It will be
exciting to watch some
caterpillars as they go through
their metamorphosis: hanging
in a J shape, changing into a
chrysalis, and emerging as a
butterfly.

GIGI KHALSA
Enrichment Teacher

SCIENCE
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 ASAP • All Saints’ Association of Parents
By now you should have received your invitation to the Silent/Live Auction
to be held on Saturday, April 4th, 6:00–10:00 p.m. in Crusader Hall,
St. Andrew’s Episcopal School.  Food catered by Chef Brandy, and
live music by the Beamers!  If you did not get your invitation, please
call the Day School at 472-8866.
Kim Greskovich & Mary Anne Coffee
ASAP Co-Chairs

APRIL 2
MAY 2

1:00 p.m. Thursdays in the
Episcopal Student Center
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LEARNING IS FUN AT THE DAY SCHOOL!

LIVESTOCK SHOWJACKSON POLLOCK
ART PROJECT
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EXERCISE
MARDI
GRAS!

MISS
JAMIE AT
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