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Thanksgiving
SingAlong
Tuesday, Nov. 24th
Episcopal Student Center
11:45 a.m. Dismissal for all

No After School Care
or Drama Enrichment

Thanksgiving
Holidays
Nov. 25th-27th
Christmas Pageant
& Reception
Wed., Dec. 9th

Last Day Before

Cindy and Jerry LaPorte in a glider at an airfield in Heber Valley, Utah.

Dismissal for

Holidays
Thursday, Dec. 17th

Head Lines...

A number of years ago, my husband Jerry and | decided to take aride in a glider that
looked very much like atoy. We sgueezed into the small space just behind the glider’s
pilot and ducked as the clear canopy was snapped into place. The pilot of a small
plane with a propeller attached a rope to the glider, climbed into his aircraft and took
off with usin tow. After we reached the appropriate atitude, he disconnected the tow
rope and we began to glide, riding the thermals high above the mountains. The view
was spectacular and the silence amazing. It was almost beyond belief to be soaring
so high with the only power available coming from the wind currents generated by
therising heat. Was| frightened? Yes, but the desire to have an unobstructed view
of both heaven and earth was greater than my fear.

| have thought of that experience often and it comes to mind now as | look ahead to
Thanksgiving. Almost 400 years ago the Pilgrims left the comfort of their homes to
escape imprisonment and to be able to worship God in the way that they desired. They
were passionate about doing whatever it took to accomplish that goal, including setting
sail on asmall ship to aplace that they had never seen. | cannot imagine the fear that
must have consumed them as they sailed through rough seas and were forced to survive
intense hunger and life threatening illnesses. | have to believe that they too were
relieved when they placed their feet firmly back on the ground.

Although | cannot compare my short flight to their voyage, | do believe that | learned
what they learned. That in life, we must learn to let go and let God; let God do what
we cannot do alone. For despite what we may believe, not everything with power can
be seen with our eyes or heard with our ears. My prayer for al of usthis Thanksgiving
isthat in good times and in bad, we'll remember that our heavenly Father is always
present to take care of us with alove that is greater than we are humanly capable of
understanding.

Cindy LaPorte
Head



Board Corner - November 2009

One of the issues your Board of Trustees is working on involves diversity. Our
school has traditionally been diverse. We can't measure diversity by looking at any
given year. However, ASEDS has been committed to diversity for some time and
that commitment continues.

Results from the parent survey conducted in January 2009 showed that diversity is
also a high priority for the parents of our students. Consequently, the Board made
a systematic study of diversity issues one of its priorities for this school year and
has created a diversity committee headed by yours truly.

Thusfar, we have met with Rebecca Yacono, the Director of Diversity and Multicultura
Development at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School here in Austin. Rebecca shared
with us the issues involved in making a commitment to diversity over a period of
many years. To my consternation, she advised that there are no “quick fixes.” She
spoke of how diversity must be more than a slogan and that a true commitment must
be made by all the constituents.

Frankly, | personally believe our school both values and has a commitment to
diversity, but we intend to formally address how we qualify and quantify diversity
and how we speak about diversity at All Saints’ and to the broader community. |
believe thereal questionsare: 1) How diverse are we? And, 2) How can we become
more diverse?

Towards that end, we will be undertaking the following in the next 4 months:

e Interviewing other day schoolsin the neighboring area to determine any
techniques they might use to maintain diversity.

e Reviewing our admission and retention information for the past several years
to determine diversity statistics for ASEDS and if and how they might have
changed over time.

e Asking ourselvesthe question: “What is diversity in the context of our school 7’

e Identifying recommendations for the board regarding diversity.

For your information, out of the 77 current ASEDS students, 13, or 17% are identified
as ethnic minorities. 36% are Espiscopalians. We can argue about how diverse
Episcopalians are, but the school’s admission policy mandates that the church
members have some measure of priority in admission.

Weintend to issue areport to the board by March 1. We welcome any ideas, opinions,
or suggestions you might have.

Steve Lemmon
Board Trustee

Ms. Hatch and the 3 Day 3's class made jack-o-lanterns for Halloween.
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Art Enrichment - We continue to be
impressed by our talented artists! We ended
October with paper mache and the kids made
great jack-o-lanterns. At the beginning of
November we studied Pablo Picasso and
the art movement of Cubism. Then we made
our own art inspired by him. Then, we
worked with mosaics and made beautiful
and unique pieces. We will end the month
learning about screen-printing from Ms.
Anna. She will bring in art she has made
and show us how to make our own prints
with shoeboxes and paint. We are so thrilled
to belearning about so many new techniques
in the world of art.

Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ANNA

Enrichment Teachers

Cooking Enrichment - The chefs and
bakers of All Saints' have been cooking up
astorm! We finished up October with lunch
and moved on to dinner at the beginning of
November. We made cheesy enchiladas and
refried beans and talked about the Day of
the Dead with Ms. Rosa. Then, we made
fettuccini alfredo and garlic bread as our
final dinner recipe. We even learned some
food words in Italian! Next we will make
dessert items. We will start with chocolate
s'more brownies. They will be ooey gooey
fun. During the week of Thanksgiving we
will make mini-pumpkin pies. Yummy!
We will end the month making fruit cobbler.
I hopeyou all have adelicious Thanksgiving
with your family!

Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ROSA

Enrichment Teachers
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ESPANOI

iBienenidos a la clase de Espafiol! Empezamos el afio conociendonos
usando saludos amigables. Hemos aprendido de nuestrafamilia, nuestras
mascotas, y |as estaciones del afio. Lo mas divertido que hemos echo
es aprender de latradicion de Diade los Muertos. Preparamos un altar
con flores, banderas, calaberas de azucar y pusimos las fotografias de
los seres queridos que han muerto. Los proximos temas seran comida,
cocinar y Diade Gracias.

If you had trouble reading this, you should consider joining our class.
iEs muy divertido!

Senoritas JAMIE y ROSA

Maestras de la clase de Espafiol

)
S7DRAVA
“J~ -~

It's hard to believe it's aready time for us
to present our three plays at Chapel! We' ve
been working really hard on our puppet
shows, and can’t wait to act out Henny
Penny, The Three Little Pigs, and The Three
Billy Goats Gruff. Going on abig hunt for
sticks outside for one of the three pig's
houses was quite an adventure. It was so
much fun (and only alittle messy) painting
our own puppets, and all the kids are very
excited that they’ll get to take them home
after the play so they can act out the stories
again and again. We all helped so much in
making the scenery — even the water under
the bridge in The Three Billy Goats Gr uff
is a collage of lots of pieces of blue that
everyone got to color. We hope to see you
in Chapel on Wednesday, November 18
when wefinally get to make our big puppet
show debut!

Ms.WINDSOR & Ms. EMILY

Enrichment Teachers
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During story timesthis month,
we will be reading books
about giving thanks and
autumn. The Pre-K and
Kindergarten classes are
learning about the differences
between fiction and nonfiction
books, and whereto find these
different types of booksin a
library. The 3's are also
beginning to learn about this
concept as well. In these
classes, we are talking about
the idea that some books are
about real things versus other
books being about pretend
things. Thank you for helping
your child to return their
library books by the due date
stamped on the colored card.
If you think the book has been
lost, please see Cindy about
replacing it so your child can
begin to check out books
again.

Ms. GIGI

Librarian

After exploring first physics
conceptsin class, we are now
moving on to beginning
chemistry concepts. We will
look at various materials, what
they are made of, and how
they can be changed. We will
do lots of fun projects that
require mixing, creating
solutions and reactions
including: making our own
perfume, salad dressing,
playdough, bubbles, crayon
cookies, slime, and oobleck.
We will also read about, and
discuss how, chemists help us
in our everyday lives with
things like food freshness,
making new materialsfor toys
and games, chemicals for
cleaning, and creating new
medicines.

Ms. GIGI & Mr. ZACH

Enrichment Teachers

3 DAY 3's

LINDA HATCH

October came to a ‘ spooktacular’ close with our Halloween Party. We painted faces, decorated
faces, and enjoyed a delicious snack. Thank you parents! Aswe breezed into November, we learned
about fall. Wetook a fall walk, planted seeds, observed migrating butterflies, and falling leaves.
Currently, we are talking about Thanksgivin?. We're discussing what we are thankful for, and
learning about the first Thanksgiving. We will conclude our study by sharing a feast with our All
Saints' friends. Have a blessed Thanksgiving.

5 DAY 3's
JAMIE FIERRO

One of my favorite months in the Blue Door Room is November. Not only isthe weather in Austin
finally feeling like fall, but the holidays are also rapidly approaching and reminding us about the
beauty of sharing and being thankful. The wonderful thing about sharing with othersisthe reminder
to ourselves that we are abundantly blessed, and with that, we give thanks. Ms. Windsor and | are
thankful to have your children brighten our days with their sweet laughs and loving smiles. This
month we began with a unit on the grocery store. Then to help us prepare for the holidays, we put
on our chef hats and aprons, and had a fun-filled week of cooking. Next, we are on to learning
about al the wonderful lessons Thanksgiving hasto offer us. With that, we will have a school-wide
Thanksgiving Feast. Finally, we will end the month with a Thanksgiving Sing Along led by Ms.
Emily. We hope to see you there. The Blue Door Room prays you have a special Thanksgiving
with your loved ones.

PRE-K 1

ANNA SWANSON

The cooler temperatures indicate that fall and November are here. Pre-K | is haﬁpy about the
beginning of this season aswe be%an the month with our unit on health. We found out the significance
of caring for our bodies. Eating healthy foods, exercising, and rest are important for growing and
learning. We studied the food pyramid and made our own in class. We also learned what exercise
does for us, and even did kid's yogain the classroom! After our health lesson, we learned about
the Native American Indians and how they lived. We learned about the history of the different
tribes, the foods they ate, and what the children are like today. We also made our own time line
and a totem pole! We are looking forward to our unit on birds. We hope to have a better
understanding of the characteristics of birds and the special role they play in the natural world!
We will be very busy learning about so many bird species. To end the month, we will learn all
about the traditions of Thanksgiving. We know that we eat turkey on Thanksgiving, but there are
man?/ reasons why we celebrate this day that we will learn. We are going to make a Tree of Thanks
and [earn about the importance of being thankful for everything that we have, and the true meaning
of Thanksgiving.

\U MELANIE KOCIAN LaPORTE

Can you believe it is November aready? Fall is finally in the air and the holidays are fast
ape[)roachlng. We ended October with a spooky Halloween party. Thank you to all the parents who
helped to organize the fun time!  We began November reading a variety of folk tales. We focused
on The Three Little Pigs and had so much fun performing the story for each other. Then, welearned
all about good nutrition and making healthy choices. Thisis particularly important during the
holiday season with all the sweet treats. Next we will learn about the Native Americans and how
important they were to our country and still are today. We will end the month thinking about how
thankful and fortunate we are. We will have a Feast with the whole school and Iearn more about
Thanksgiving. | hope you all have a wonderful time with your family during the break. | know
that | am so thankful to be a part of the All Saints' family and to be sharing this year with youl!

KINDERGARTEN
GIGI KHALSA

Kindergarten is havierzjg great fun with math and science thisfall! Our Kindergarten scientists
observed and recorded the growth of pumpkin, bean and pea seeds. We also planted lettuce and
parsley seeds in our school garden. This month we are [earning about fall and how the leaves
can change color. We are painting fall leaves, listening to great fiction and nonfiction books,
creating our own books, and making a leaf graph. In math, we worked on counting by 10’s,
greater and less, and ordinal position. This month, we are learning about addition. We began
with number stories and acting out problems to find the sum. We will add the plus and equal
signs and addition sentence writing once students understand the concept. Kindergarten is also
looking forward to Thanksgiving when we will discuss and write about the things we are thankful
for, make cornbread for our school feast, and enjoy a sing along.




ASAP ¢ All Saints’ Association of Parents

Our meeting this month was very well attended. Thanksto everyone for your support. If you have
not had an opportunity to get involved in ASAP and would like to, just et us know or talk to your
room representative. We need everyone's support to achieve our mission of supplementing and
enhancing the classroom environment through parental involvement and talent.

A big thanks goes to Shanel and Dean Vandergriff for again hosting the cocktail party sponsored
by the Board of Trustees and ASAP. Thanks also to the underwriters who assisted with the cost
of the event. We had a great turnout and everyone enjoyed socializing and sampling the great food
and beverages.

Thanks also to Molly and Dave Jensen, Faye Holland, Kelly Walton, Faculty, Staff, and all the
volunteers for the wonderful job coordinating the Fall Festival and making this an enjoyable event
for everyone. Thanks to Kendra Scott, Day School parent, for supporting us again this year!
Kendra allowed us to sell the jewelry she designs, with a portion of the proceeds from the sale
being donated back to the School.

Stacy Ehrlich and Heather Fedorowicz are already hard at work planning thisyear’s Silent Auction.
They have asmall, but enthusiastic committee. Of course, they could always use more help. Please
contact Stacy or Heather if you would like to join.

Remember to mark your calendars for the Thanksgiving Sing Along on Tuesday, November 24th
and the Christmas Pageant/Reception on Wednesday December Sth.

Wishing you and your families a safe and Happy Thanksgiving.

Lydia Soldano & Olivia Derr
ASAP Co-Chairs

Bridget Buchanan participates in the Theatre Action Project’s
puppet show on conflict resolution.

EERB MEETINGS

Once a month at 1:00 p.m. on Thursdays in
The Episcopal Student Center,

DEC 3

JAN 7
FEB 4
MAR 4
APR 1
MAY 6

ASAP e
Co-Chairs
Olivia Derr

(olivia@derr.org)
Lydia Soldano

(Itsoldano@msn.com)

3Day 3's|i}
Marie Timmerman
(marietimmerman@aol .com)

Heather Fedorowicz
(heatherfed@gmail.com)

5Day 3's|i}
Kelley Daniel
(kelleyjdaniel @yahoo.com)

Sacy Thomas
(stacy @slthomas.com)

PreK | |l
Kelly Hines
(design.on.call @sbcglobal .net)

Kelly Walton
(kelly_walton@dell.com)

Pre-K 11
Mary Anne McMahon

(maryannecoffee@austin.rr.com)

Carol Gormin
(cgormin@gmail.com)

Kindergartenli

Vicki Price
(vickie211@shcglobal .net)

Jill McClanahan
(jilly @austin.rr.com)
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