
Almighty God, in giving us dominion over things on earth, you made us fellow workers
in your creation: Give us wisdom and reverence so to use the resources of nature, that no
one may suffer from our abuse of them, and that generations yet to come may continue to
praise you for your bounty; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

from The Book of Common Prayer
When planning our home outside of Dripping Springs, we were intentional in designing it to
be energy efficient; we installed a tankless water heater, low-flow toilets and shower heads,
propane, programmable thermostats, double pane windows, aerobic septic system, etc.  And,
we selected only native, drought and deer resistant shrubs and buffalo grass for the yard.  We
believed that we had done all we could afford to do to be good stewards of God’s creation.  So,
we were surprised one morning when no water came out of our faucets.  A call to the private
water company our small neighborhood used, revealed that their tanks and wells were dry.xxxxxxxx

Water was trucked in to fill the storage tanks and the wells were drilled deeper, but we knew
that we had to conserve as much water as possible from that day forward.  We adopted the
attitude that no water could be wasted.  We have since been connected to the Lower Colorado
River Authority System, but water is still a precious commodity to us.  The lesson taught us to
consider other ways that we are wasteful.  So, we installed a rain water collection system and
now toss things in our compost or over the fence to the critters instead of in a garbage can.  It
took the absence of something that we couldn’t live without, to make us change our habits.

Changing what we do in our homes is easier than in our workplace.  But I am proud to say, that
with your help, we are on our way to teaching our young students how to be kind to the earth.
An energy efficient HVAC system was installed; recycling bins for paper, metal and plastic are
on campus; we no longer send hard copies of things home; and, we are planning to install a
rainwater collection system.  Our lessons now include more activities related to the environment
and conservation.

I remember well the first Earth Day in 1970.  My prayer for us all is that we will strive to make
every day, earth day.

Jason and Jacob Kruger work together on Jacob’s home building project in Kindergarten.
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Board Corner - October 2009

We are having such a great time in Drama!
It’s been lots of fun reading new stories and
acting them out for each other.  Playing
Mirrors took a lot of concentration, but we
made it look easy!  We’ve already made some
puppets for the stories we’ve acted out, and
will be making many more in the weeks to
come.  We are really looking forward to
getting to work on the big puppet show that
will be presented in Chapel in November.

Ms. WINDSOR & Ms. EMILY
Enrichment Teachers

Art Enrichment - Wow!  We have some
future Monets and Matisses in the class this
year.  We are so impressed with all of the
art that the kids are creating!  We ended
September looking at M.C. Escher and
tessellations as we made our own in black
and white.  They really enjoyed working on
this somewhat complicated idea.  Then, we
met the artist Alexander Calder and his life
as a sculptor.  We learned about kinetic
movement and made our own mobile made
of shapes.  Next, we looked at the work of
Vincent Van Gogh and made a special flower
piece.  Then, we will look at watercolors as
a medium and make our own unique
watercolor piece.  We will end the month
making paper mache pumpkins.  It will be
messy, but a lot of fun!

Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ANNA
Enrichment Teachers

Cooking Enrichment - We have been
cooking a lot of great food so far this
semester!  We also have a class full of chefs
who are doing such an amazing job in the
kitchen!  They are all excited to help and to
learn new recipes.  We started with breakfast
foods and have moved on to lunch foods
this month.  As a class, we made a list of all
the foods we thought would be considered
lunch.  We also discussed how important it
is to have three meals a day. First, we made
calzones filled with yummy ingredients.
Next, we will make Frito pie together. We
will talk about how we can substitute an
item to make it healthier.  In this case, we
will use ground turkey instead of ground
beef.  Finally, we will end the month making
a grilled cheese sandwich and tomato soup
- perfect for a chilly fall day! get cooking!
Ms. MELANIE & Ms. ROSA
Enrichment Teachers

COOKING&We seem to be well underway in a new school year here at ASEDS.  I can tell you
we spent all summer long answering the question – when does school start, when
does school start?  When we finally walked through the double red doors in August
our six year old daughter was bubbling over with excitement as our three year
journey to get to Kindergarten had finally come to a close.  When we started in the
Blue Door Room back in 2006, we had no idea the ride we were in for and how
much we would grow to love this school.  For the last several years we have
repeatedly addressed questions such as:
   • When do I get to be an Acolyte?
   • When do I get to make a house?
   • How can I be 'Twinkle’ in the Christmas Pageant?
   • When is it my turn to be involved in the Easter Pageant?
   • And the most popular…. When do I get to tell everyone what I want to be
          when I grow up during Kindergarten Graduation?

Sound familiar?  So after a long (and VERY HOT) summer we have arrived.  The
journey to Kindergarten has been great fun for all of us and only made more special
by the unique opportunities this school provides.

And now that we are in the swing of things and finally getting into our routines, it
is time to embark on another yearly tradition… the All Saints’ Episcopal Day School
Annual Fund Drive.  You will receive information in the mail soon,  but we wanted
to take one more opportunity to emphasize how important this fundraiser is to our
school.  The Annual Fund allows us to invest in many of those activities that make
ASEDS so special (Stretch and Grow with Coach Bob, Music Together, Library,
Spanish, full time teaching assistants and many others.)  As we kick off this year’s
drive we have a few goals in mind:
   • 100% participation from our parents, faculty and trustees; regardless of the
 size of the gift
   • Reach our goal of $38,000 for Annual Fund  and  begin to replenish some of
 the Capital Reserves used for the new HVAC
   • Keep the Annual Fund Drive short and communication to a minimum

The last bullet can be achieved by early participation from our school community.
If we have every parent donate or pledge by December 17th, we can in turn promise
that communication will be limited.  This would then allow everyone to focus on
why we are part of this school community and the “77 reasons to give”.  In the
meantime, enjoy the cooler weather and thank you again for all of your support!

Respectfully submitted,
Julie Hall
Board of Trustees Vice President

DRAMA

The Pre-K I and Pre-K II classes on a field trip to Boggy Creek.



CLASS ACTS
TGIF!  Thank goodness it’s fall!  We began the month with a study of our senses.  We looked
through colored glasses, made binoculars, and listened to a tape of familiar sounds.  We used our
sense of smell when we made cinnamon bears and enjoyed a tasting party.  We giggled at our
friends’ faces when they ate sour lemons!   October wouldn’t be complete without a study of
apples, pumpkins, and Halloween.  We will observe and taste apples and pumpkins.  We’ll
conclude our study with a cooking project - yummy pumpkin muffins.  We are looking forward
to a field trip to the pumpkin patch.   We’ll end our month with a Halloween party hosted by
parents.  Have a Happy Halloween!

Although the weather still feels like summer, fall has officially arrived. October will be a busy
month for the Blue Door Room.  We carried over our theme from September and began the month
with the second part of our unit on Colors. We designated each day of the week to a certain color
and wore “the color of the day.”  Our class will embrace this fall season and join in on a school-
wide Gardening theme and learn about plants and flowers that are native to the Texas region.
October would not be complete without the chills and thrills of Halloween. We will creep into
this fun holiday with lessons on Night Crawlers, Pumpkins, Costumes and so much more! And
what would a celebration of Halloween be without a visit to the Pumpkin Patch?  Special thanks
to Carmen Huston, Margie Novak and Amy Sell for organizing our classroom party.   Last but
certainly not least, we will have a very special visit from our neighborhood firefighters from
Station #3 to teach us about Fire Prevention Month.  Happy October!

Green Door Room has been full of activity and learning this year!  We have explored all of our
5 Senses. We have discovered how important they are, and how we use them in our everyday
lives! From when we wake up, to when we go to sleep at night we are using our senses. After
the 5 Senses unit, we studied Community Helpers. We learned about their jobs and responsibilities,
and we recognized that all Community Helpers are important.  Making our own police badges
and mail carriers was also lots of fun!  For our unit on Gardening and Recycling, we started off
the week with a field trip to Boggy Creek Farm with the Pre-KII class. It was very inspiring to
tour an organic urban market farm! We also learned about planting seeds and recycling. Following
this, we will study Fall and Pumpkins. Fall is upon us, and the leaves and weather are changing
so we will find out why and how this happens.  We’ll also learn all about pumpkins, and the many
different things they are or were once used for. Green Door Room  is excited about learning and
discovering many new and fun themes this year.

We have had such a great time in Yellow Door Room  so far this year!  We have learned so much
about ourselves, each other and the world around us.  We started October by going on a fun field
trip to Boggy Creek Farm.  We learned about gardening, composting and eating local, fresh foods.
Then, we explored pumpkins.  We got to cut one open and feel the inside as we scooped out the
seeds!  Next, we will study gardening as a whole school as we all plant in our outside garden.
What a great way to see seeds and plants grow!  Next we will learn about bats and how they are
important in the animal world and to us!   We will end the month celebrating Halloween with a
fun party and making a lot of creative crafts.

Kindergarteners are now feeling comfortable with our new routines, and we have become one
“family” of eager learners!  To help us learn more about how to get along and solve problems,
we will have our annual visit from the Theater Action Project. Their program uses interactive
puppets and drama to help students become better friends and work on conflict resolution skills.
This month we will also be exploring the world of bats and spiders.  Lots of math and science
activities will involve pumpkins and our school wide gardening theme.  Excitement about
Halloween is growing, and we will use this motivation to our advantage to get in lots of good
reading and writing activities.

All the students are enjoying
story times and,  we are learning
about the roles of the author and
illustrator.  Students in both Pre-
K classes and in Kindergarten
are mastering check out
procedures.  Parents, please help
your child to bring the book
back by the due date stamped
on their name card located in
the book pocket.  If your child
has already read the book and
is ready to bring it back, it can
always be returned early.
Children who do not return the
previous week’s book can put
a book on hold, but they will
not get to check one out.  Red
and Blue Door Room parents
can check out books for their
children by following the
procedure posted in the Library.
Thanks for all your help!!
Ms. GIGI
Librarian

THE BOOKMARKTHE BOOKMARK 3 DAY 3’s
LINDA HATCH

5 DAY 3’s
JAMIE FIERRO

PRE-K I
ANNA SWANSON

PRE-K II
MELANIE KOCIAN La PORTE

KINDERGARTEN
GIGI KHALSA

When asked on the first day of
Science enrichment what
students would like to learn
about this semester, many
answered that they would like
to learn about how different
things work. So our theme has
been How Things Work or First
Physics. We are learning about
gravity. We talked about Galileo
and his interest in learning about
how things fall.  We tried to
replicate his ground breaking
exper iment  to  see  that
everything falls at the same rate.
We also talked about how
changing the shape of an object
can change how fast it falls due
to air pressure/wind resistance.
Some activities students will do
to find out about gravity
include: trying to keep a balloon
in the air to beat gravity,
exploring inclined ramps/
planes, playing with marble
runs, and building their own
“roller coaster” out of cardboard
tubes.

Ms. GIGI & Mr. ZACH
Enrichment Teachers

SCIENCE
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 ASAP • All Saints’ Association of Parents
The school year is certainly in full swing with cool(er) weather, field trips and holiday plans
underway!  We hope this 2009-2010 year at All Saints’ is going well for you and your children.
The All Saints’ Association of Parents (ASAP) is on track this year to help support classrooms and
parents to make this year a great success.  Below are the key events and activities ASAP supports:

      • Book Fair – September
      • Loaves & Fishes – October is Pre-KII’s month
      • Cocktail Party – Friday, October 16
      • Fall Festival – Saturday, November 14
      • Adopt-a-Family – Holiday time frame
      • Christmas Reception – December 9
      • Silent Auction – Spring 2010
      • Kindergarten Graduation – May 21,  2010

Many thanks to the volunteers already signed up for these annual school events.  If you haven’t
had a chance to sign up – no problem!  We always welcome help.  The sign up sheets are located
on the white cabinet just inside the red double doors.  You are also welcome to contact Olivia or
Lydia anytime regarding volunteer opportunities or questions.

ASAP held the second meeting this year on October 1st, many thanks to all the input and great
ideas from the parents in attendance.  This month our main topic was how to make the classroom
parties fun, educational and simple for both teachers and parent hosts.  The ASAP classroom
representatives have provided the resulting suggestions to the parents planning the upcoming
classroom parties.

Reminder—we hope to see you at this year’s Parent Cocktail Party at Shanel and Dean Vandergriff’s
home.  The Board of Trustees and ASAP are hosts of this event on Friday, October 16, from 6:30
– 8:30 p.m.  Come enjoy the wonderful food and beverages.  Another event to put in your calendar
is the Fall Festival.  This family event is always located on our campus and is set for November
14th from 10:30 am – 1:00 pm.  Petting Zoo, moonwalks and lunch included!

Have a great October —
Olivia Derr & Lydia Soldano
ASAP Co-Chairs

Once a month at 1:00 p.m. on Thursdays in
The Episcopal Student Center.

MEETINGS

OCT 1
NOV 5

DEC 3
JAN 7
FEB 4
MAR 4
APR 1
MAY 6

(above) Ben Snider works on his project
in the Art Enrichment Class.

(top right) Ms. Jamie shows her class the
“Magic Milk”...

(bottom right) Caden Huston & Finn
Jensen on the playground.


